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WASHINGTON “ In a press conference on Capitol Hill today Congressman                John W. Olver (D-1st District) joined his colleagues Representatives°                Engel, King and Moran to show their support for air strikes against                Yugoslav/Serbian armed forces headed by the Communist Dictator                 Slobodan Milosevic. Congressman Olver and Engel are co-chairs of                the Albanian Issues Caucus.              

Olver also supported a Resolution of the House that states Support                for US troops in their military operations against the Federal Republic                Of Yugoslavia.              

The following is Congressman John Olver°s official statement from                the press conference:              

œIt is time for NATO to take a stand.              

œThe Milosevic regime is directly the cause of the humanitarian                catastrophe in the former Yugoslavia.  He and his regime created                2  million refugees and 200,000 dead in Croatia and Bosnia                between 1991 and 1995.              

œDuring his attacks on those two members of the United Nations,                his forces œethnically cleansed” -- i.e. killed or drove out all                the Catholics and Muslims from the areas Milosevic intended to annex                to Serbia.              

œNATO did nothing for four years until all the men and boys --                8,000 -- were systematically slaughtered in one day in the U.N.                safe haven of Srbrenica when it was overrun.              

œBut now it°s 1999 and we°re talking about Kosova. The Milosevic                regime has gambled during the negotiations in France that NATO will                do nothing to stop what his Deputy Prime Minister Seslj has said                was their goal, namely kill or drive out over 90% of Kosova°s population                who are ethnically Albanian.              

œFour NATO countries touch the former Yugoslavia “ Italy, Greece,                Turkey and Hungary. If NATO does not act, the Milosevic regime will                cause 2 million more refugees, and kill hundreds of thousands while                ethnically cleansing more of its own citizens.              

œNATO must act now."             
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